
ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK 

Church Office  M-F:  8am-5pm     

(660) 463-2291 

Dial-A-Devotion 
(660) 463-7595 

School Office  M-F: 8-3:30  

(660) 463-7654 

Sunday 12/17 8:00 AM Worship w/Communion 

  9:15 AM Sunday School/Bible Class 

  9:15 AM Adult Information Class 

  9:30 AM LGSH Worship Service 

  10:30 AM Worship 

  4:30 PM Christmas Caroling (PO) 

Monday 12/18 1:00 PM Quilters (CC) 

  6:15 AM Mens Club Ex Board (PO) 

  7:00 PM Mens Club (PO) 

Tuesday 12/19 8:00 AM Braille (CC) 

  10:00 AM Lectionary Readings (Sr Center) 

  6:30 PM St. Paul's Elem Christmas Concert (Gym) 

Wednesday 12/20 8:30 AM Children's Program Dress Rehearsal 

  NOON BULLETIN DEADLINE 

  6:00 PM LERT Advent Meal 

  7:00 PM Advent Worship 

Thursday 12/21 2:00 PM LGSH Advent Worship w/Communion 

  7:00 PM Joyful Sounds 

Friday 12/22 9:45 AM LGSH Bible Study 

Saturday 12/23   

Sunday 12/24 8:00 AM Worship  

  9:15 AM Sunday School/Bible Class 

  9:15 AM Adult Information Class 

  9:30 AM LGSH Worship Service 

  10:30 AM Worship w/Communion 

  6:00 PM Children's Christmas Eve Worship 

  11:00 PM Candlelight Worship 

Monday 12/25 9:30 AM Christmas Day Worship w/Communion 

Opening Hymn - Lutheran Service Book #344                                    

                                                           “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” 
   

    

 

Order of Service - Divine Service Setting Four- p. 203 

  
  
P   In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 

P   Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C  who made heaven and earth. 

P  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C  But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P  Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship 

of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and 

one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we      

cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 

take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace 

for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C  Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to    

everlasting life. Amen. 

P  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and 

by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
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Introit Latin for entrance.  It is usually a psalm that is spoken or sung responsively  that 

begins the Service of the Word) 

P   Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, 

C  and grant us your salvation. 

P   Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, 

C  for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn  

       back to folly. 

P   Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, 

C  that glory may dwell in our land. 

P   Yes, the LORD will give what is good, 

C  and our land will yield its increase. 

P   Righteousness will go before him 

C  and make his footsteps a way. 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

       and to the Holy Spirit; 

       as it was in the beginning, 

       is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P   Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, 

C  and grant us your salvation. 

 

 

 

Kyrie - p. 204  (sung)  (Kyrie Eleison is Greek for Lord have mercy.  We ask God to hear our 

prayers according to His mercy.) 

C  Lord, have mercy; 

      Christ, have mercy: 

      Lord, have mercy.  

 

 

 

Collect of the Day (Prayer that “collects” the theme of the day) 

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you.   

P   Let us pray. 

P  Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the 

darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen.    
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Remember in your prayers… 
  Healing for Kelly Meyer, Chet Fiene, Vernon Grefe, Rev. Jim and Anne 

(Gerdts) Gier, George Estes, Lloyd and Ruth Tebbenkamp,  

Jeanette Fuehring, Rose Becker, Ann Wolters, Jane Bergman, Joe Griggs, 

Marcus Bodenstab, Selma and Alvin Oetting, Helen Dankenbring,  

Alleen Fuchs, Michelle McGinnis, Amy Gerdts, Leona Brandt,  

John  Pittman, Mary Ann Henning, Gary Bartel, Carol Henning,  

Darrin Woodall, Jeffrey Peterson.  
 

  Donna Maddox and family at the death of her father, Jack Hollingsworth. 

  Samantha Mueller, member of St. Paul’s, serving a Gospel proclamation  

    assignment in Hungary, and for Kristen Lange as she serves in Wittenberg,    

    Germany.  Lead them, Lord, to reflect Your light in all they do and say. 

 
 

    Bible Class Today - December 17 
 

Adult Bible Study  -   Jesus - Is to come:  The Church is the Bride of Christ. 

What exactly does that mean? How is Jesus’ return at the end of the world and 

a wedding tied together?  

 

Today’s Scripture Readings  -  This Bible study will examine the three       

Scripture readings in Today’s worship.  What is their connection to each other 

and the message for us today?  Class meets in the Conference Center.  Russ 

Kruse will lead this class today. 

 

The High School Sunday School will meet today and discuss the 12 Words of 

Christmas.  We hope you can join us as we discuss what the birth of our    

Savior means to us as chosen, forgiven, and loved children of God.  We meet 

in the SPLC Youth room (basement of the church office). We will not have 

High School Sunday School next Sunday (Christmas Eve).  Merry Christmas!  

 

Sunday School  -  Join us at Sunday school during the advent season!  The 

younger students will be learning more about the people surrounding  Jesus 

birth, while the older students dig deeper into the gifts given to Jesus; Gold, 

Frankincense, and Myrrh.  We will be wrapping gifts as a service project and 

making crafts to help us celebrate the birth of Jesus! 
  



Cemetery Memorial Shelter  The cemetery memorial project has been 

completed.  The shelter is now available for internment activities for a family 

member if you want to use it.  Necessary arrangements must be made with the 

funeral home as part of their services. 

 

Pitch Party  Trinity, Alma men’s club would like to invite St.Paul’s members 

to a pitch party January 4th. Light lunch at 6:00 and pitch cards start at 7:00.  

 

Benefit dinner and auction supporting Darrin Woodall and Family   Darrin 

was diagnosed with bile duct cancer in July, 2014. He has experienced an 

intense regimen of chemo and is on his fourth type of chemo. He is unable to 

work and with the increasing cost of medical treatments, medicine and travel, 

the family is facing tremendous financial burdens. It is our hope that this 

benefit will help them focus on healing and health and not on the financial 

realities of fighting cancer. The dinner and action will be held on Saturday, 

January 27, 2018, at the Concordia Community Center. All donations will be 

appreciated. Please mark your calendars and look for further information to 

follow. Contact Terry Kammeyer at 660-463-7354 or Greg Bushman at 

Thrivent Financial at 660-463-2500. 
  

Lutheran Hour Ministries  During the months of 2017, information has 

been shared about Lutheran Hour Ministries in the Proclaim.  Also the 

weekly sermon topics for The Lutheran Hour have been in the Sunday 

bulletin.  Hopefully this information has helped you see the far reaching 

ministry of LHM.  If you have contributed the LHM in 2017 we sincerely 

thank you.  If you have not previously contributed please consider doing so.  

Any amount is helpful and appreciated.  If you choose to contribute you can 

by writing LHM on the bottom of your offering envelope or mail directly to 

Lutheran Hour Ministries; 660 Mason Ridge Center Dr.; St. Louis MO, 

63141 or on the web at www.lhm.org.  Also, please keep LHM in your 

prayers that our Lord will continue to bless this ministry and help it reach 

the hearts of people everywhere though the Holy Spirit. 
  

 The ‘Flowers’ Calendar  for 2018 is posted in the church office.  Those who 

wish to provide flowers for the altar or chancel during the year are invited to 

sign the calendar, which lists Sundays only. The calendar has space to sign 

for  “Altar”--two matching arrangements--or “Chancel”--either one or two 

arrangements. Chancel arrangements will be placed on stands near the altar. 

Flowers may be given in memory of loved ones, in recognition of special 

occasions, or at other times. Donors are asked to arrange for order and 

delivery. An Altar Guild member will contact donors prior to the signed-up 

date to ask for information for that Sunday’s bulletin. To sign up please stop 

by the church office Monday—Friday, 8am-5pm and Sunday during the 

Sunday School hour, or you can call the office at 660-463-2291.   Thank you. 
   

 

10 

 

 

 

Old Testament Reading                                                         Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11 
1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to 

bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to 

proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are  

bound; 2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of 

our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3to grant to those who mourn in Zion—         

to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead 

of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be 

called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified. 
4They shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former 

devastations;   they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many 

generations. . . . 8For I the LORD love justice; I hate robbery and wrong; I will 

faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant 

with them. 9Their offspring shall be known among the nations, and their 

descendants in the midst of the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge 

them, that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed. 10I will greatly rejoice in 

the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the 

garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a 

bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride 

adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as 

a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the Lord GOD will cause 

righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations. 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Anthem  -  Joyful Sounds  (8:00am) 

                       “The Midnight Clear”   
 

 

Epistle Reading                                                           1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for 

this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do 

not despise prophecies, 21but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain 

from every form of evil. 23Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you 

completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at 

the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24He who calls you is faithful; he will 

surely do it. 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia and Verse - p. 205 (sung) (A declaration of praise at the reading of the    

Gospel) 

 C  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  These things are written that you may      

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
   
 
 

Gospel Reading                                                                     Matthew 11:2-11  
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 

C  Glory to You, O Lord.     
2Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by 

his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we 

look for another?” 4And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you 

hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are 

cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good 

news preached to them. 6And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 
7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: 

“What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 
8What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, 

those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9What then did you go out to 

see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is he of whom 

it is written, “‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare 

your way before you.’ 11Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there 

has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the 

kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to You, O Christ.    

 

 

Creed - (inside back cover of the hymnal) 
  

 

Hymn of the Day - Lutheran Service Book #354 

                                                 “Arise, O Christian People”   

 

 

Sermon  -  Matthew 11:2-11  “What Are You Looking For?” 

 
  
Offering and Rite of Fellowship 
 
 
(Please record your attendance on the friendship register in each pew 
and pass the register down the pew so all may record their attendance.) 
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Lifelight Classes on Luke 2 will begin the week of January 10th.   Participants 

prepare for the nine weekly classes by reading a portion of Scripture and  

answering related questions in the student guide (copies are available in the 

church office). You are most welcome to join one of the following classes: 

Wednesdays at 9:30am at the Parish Office, led by Joanne Reinke, starting 1/10 

Thursdays at 9am at Biltz Hall (SPLHS), led by Sharon Bobzin, starting 1/11 

Mondays at 9am at the Parish Office, led by Kathy Schnakenberg, starting 1/15. 

Books are available for pick-up in the church office, cost is $10. 
   

Subscriptions for The Lutheran Witness (envelope included in your 2018 packet) 

is $16.00. Please make checks payable to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, as the 

church is billed monthly. Subscriptions must be turned in through the offering 

plate or to the church office by January 26. 
  

Support St. Paul’s Lutheran Elem School with the Scrip Program  Please 

consider using a Scrip card when buying Christmas or birthday gifts, eating out 

at restaurants, making household purchases at hardware, discount, or  

department stores, or doing on-line shopping.  Come to the school office 

to  purchase the in-stock prepaid gift cards or go to www.ShopWithScrip.com to 

create an account or enroll in PrestoPay.  A complete listing of all          

participating retailers can be found on-line at www.ShopWithScrip.com. 

Family Footnotes   

Be present. These past days, this same theme in one form or another has ech-

oed through my devotions. Show up with God and be present. My time with 

God should not be treated like one of my workouts. “Whew! Glad that’s 

over with. Check that one off my list for the day.” Although sometimes in 

the hustle and bustle of life, I have to admit that I have treated my time with 

God this way. That not only short changes God, but it most definitely short 

changes me! How can I reap His blessings if I am not willing to spend time 

with Him? In order to run the day’s race, I need fuel. That fuel just doesn’t 

come from a five minute “Give me” session with God, with a hastily added 

“thank you” to sum it up. How can we be a presence in someone else’s life if 

we do not first take the time to seek out our own quiet time with God? God 

doesn’t need our perfect, but He does need our authenticity. He desires our 

hearts. He wants to hear what’s been going on with us. It has to be more than 

a willingness on our part. We need action to follow, action to connect with 

our Savior. Action to bring our mess to the foot of the cross, lay it all out, 

and say, “Here it is, God. Take this. Forgive me. Keep me close to you and 

help me to be a blessing to others.” 
Dear Lord, 

As we prepare for the coming of your Son, help us to stop and take those moments with 

You, so that we might be refueled and energized, enabling us to be a reflection of You 

in someone else’s life. Amen. 

                                                                ~Gina Martens, Family Life Director 
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Christmas Caroling, Sunday, December 17  Anyone interested in caroling at 

the Good Shepherd Home and for our shut-ins please meet at the church 

office at 4:30pm. 

 

A HEARTFELT THANK YOU  to everyone at St. Paul’s who has offered 

support, prayers and assistance of so many kinds to the young men and 

women of the Concordia community who will be the future of the church in 

many ways,  Saint Paul Lutheran High School is privileged to be part of this 

community, and we appreciate so very much all who have shared their gifts 

and talents with our students.  Blessings to all of you,   - SPLHS Faculty and 

Staff  
  

THANKS  to everyone who supported the Saint Paul Choir and Orchestra at 

their concert.  Your presence and your gifts are greatly appreciated by the 

students and the school.  Have a blessed Christmas and new year. 

 

2018 Contribution Envelopes  can be picked up in the Church Narthex.  

 

Hearing Assist Units are available for parishioners who would like a little 

more clarity with the sound in Church. They are available at the church 

Office, or if you would like to try one, contact one of the ushers before a 

church service.  

 

 Religious Christmas Cards are now available at the school office or the 

Good Shepherd Home.  Cost is $6.50 per box.  Thank you for supporting 

your school.  

 

Attention All Boards & Teams:  The annual orientation meeting will be    

conducted on Saturday, January 6, 2018 at 8:00 am at Biltz Hall in the first 

floor conference room.  This meeting is conducted for all members of the 

various boards and teams in our congregation.  Please plan to attend as we 

will review the church structure and plans for the coming year.  This is also a 

good time for your board or team to hold an organizational meeting for the 

coming year. 
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Members of St. Paul’s 

Hello from Hungary!  I pray you are enjoying a joyful holiday season in 

Christ. This year has been full of wonderful opportunities to witness to, learn 

from, and connect with so many people, which has been both humbling and 

rewarding. I cannot thank you enough for the amount of prayers and support 

the congregation has given me for God's mission in Nyiregyhaza. This city 

holds a huge place in my heart, and I am very grateful to share pieces of it 

with you all. Have a Merry Christmas and a happy new year full of family, 

friends, love and Jesus.    

Love, Samantha Mueller 

Prayer of the Church 

 

The Lord’s Prayer   (10:30am) 
C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom   

       come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  

       daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who   

       trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from  

       evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and  

       ever. Amen.  

  
(The 10:30am service will conclude with the Benediction and the 
closing hymn, Lutheran Service Book #352 “Let the Earth Now Praise the 

Lord”) 
  

 

Service of the Sacrament  
(The 8:00am service continues on p. 208 in Lutheran Service Book.) 

Distribution Hymns 
Joyful Sounds Choir                                      “Mary’s Little Boy Child” 

                                                                                     “The Little Drummer Boy” 

Lutheran Service Book #357         

                                                                 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  
Lutheran Service Book #588                          

                                                                                         “Jesus Loves Me” 
Lutheran Service Book #642                                

                                                                   “O Living Bread from Heaven” 
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We believe that in the Lord’s Supper our Lord gives to us His true body and 

blood with the bread and the wine for the forgiveness of our sins. We      

recognize the charge that St. Paul offers in 1 Corinthians 11:27-28 that those 

who come to receive the Lord’s Supper ought to examine themselves so that 

they do not eat and drink in an unworthy manner.  Therefore, out of      

concern for those who have not been instructed in the faith or who hold to a 

different confession, we ask that only members of Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod congregations receive the Sacrament. If you would like to 

learn more about what our congregation teaches, to inquire about becoming 

a member or have questions about our practice, please speak to one of the 

pastors. For those who have problems consuming alcohol, you are invited 

to receive diluted wine from the purple glasses in the center of the tray of 

individual cups.  For those who have dietary restrictions, gluten free wafers 

are available upon request. 



Closing Hymn - Lutheran Service Book #352 

                                “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord” 
 

 

******* 

 

Preacher - Rev. Rich Rudowske 

Liturgist  -  Rev. Bart Mueller (8:00am) 

 Organist  -  John Jacobsen 

Acolytes  -  Adrien Martens 8:00am 
Jake Tagtmeyer 10:30am 

           Greeters  -  Vernetta Oetting and VonCile Heermann 8:00am 
Gary and Mary Ann Bartel 10:30am  

LGSH Service Leader  -  Walter Loeber 

LGSH Message  -  “A Strange Man with a Welcome Message” 

LGSH Pianist  -  Renee Ravanelli 
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Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈ 

 

Next Sunday’s (12/24/17) Scripture Readings:  

First Reading  -  2 Samuel 7:8-16 

Second Reading  -  Romans 16:25-27; Gospel -  Luke 1:26-38 

 

The Lutheran Hour  can be heard any time on the internet. Type in          

Lutheran Hour; click on the first paragraph, THE LUTHERAN HOUR; click 

on LISTEN. This week’s message by Rev. Dr. Dale A Meyer is titled, “Life 

Narrows Down”.  John the Baptist had a passion for the Lamb of God.  

What’s your jpassion in life?  How far into the future will it take you? 

8:00 AM The Lutheran Hour, KCMO (710 AM) 

8:00 AM The Lutheran Hour, KLEX (92.5 FM) 

10:00 AM The Lutheran Hour, KMMO (1300 AM) 

10:10 AM The Lutheran Hour, KSIS (1050 AM) 

1:30 PM The Lutheran Hour, KWIX (1230 AM) 

 

Advent Meal  The L.E.R.T. (Lutheran Early Response Team) will be serving 

the Advent Dinner on Wednesday, December 20th.   We will be serving 

Hamburgers, Brats, baked beans, chips, and desserts.   Proceeds will be used 

to help purchase needed equipment for a disaster response.   
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Christmas Decorations  Forms to contribute a poinsettia or make a donation 

towards decorating the church for Christmas may be picked up in the Church 

Narthex or Church Office.  Contributions must be received by Monday, Dec. 

18th. 
  

Reformation DVD  If you ordered a DVD from the 500th Anniversary of the 

Lutheran Reformation Hymn Sing they are available for pick-up in the church 

office. 

 

The Mens Club  of St. Paul’s  will meet on Monday, December 18th.  The 

executive board will meet at 6:15pm with the regular meeting beginning at 

7:00pm.  Matt Rose will have the topic of wildland fires.  Everyone is invited 

to attend. 

 

Children’s Christmas Eve Service - FINAL PRACTICE will be held on 

Wednesday, December 20th @ 8:30am in the church. If you are unable to 

attend our 6:00pm service on Christmas Eve, you are welcome to join us on 

Wednesday as we prepare to worship together to ponder and celebrate the 

words God shares with us in Luke 2!  

 

Thank YOU!  The SPLC Jr. Youth would like to thank everyone who 

attended our Advent dinner.  Proceeds from the dinner will support the Jr. 

Youth ministry and will provide funds for attending the Missouri District 

Youth Retreats.  Thank you!  A special thank you to Pastor Todd, Melissa 

Heath, and our awesome parents for their help in making the dinner a 

success.  Merry Christmas!  

 

Contribution Note   All worship service contribution checks should be made 

payable to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church or SPLC.  You may use the memo 

line to designate your gift to a specific fund or group within the church.  

Thank you, Julie Bonar  

Attendances & Offerings Last Week 

8:00am & 10:30am Sunday:   361, 180;               LGSH:  108;            Mon:  21                             

Advent::  305;        LGSH:  87   

Sunday School: 60                            Jr. High:  9                        High: 17  

Bible Classes  -  Adult:  71                    LGSH:   49                      

Home -  $19,218.55                                                        Sunday School  -  $14.62            

Missions -  $1,517.99                                    Growing by God’s Grace - $202.84                                       

Debt Reduction  -  $2618                                                               Building  -  $15                                                    

Home Improvement  -  $15                                                   Comfort Dog  -  $15                                

Lutheran Bible Translators   -  $88.32                                       SPLHS  -  $73.28                                                             

Orphan Grain Train  -  $50                                                 Lange Mission  -  $50                                             

Christmas Meal Bags  -  $185                                             World Mission  -  $20                              

Grade School  -  $25                                                              Youth  -  $75 

HSFA  -  $50                                                                           Mission Trip  -  $10             
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